BSNLEU / 102 (Circular No.74)






15.12.2005
TOWARDS ONE DAY STRIKE

Dear Comrade,

You might have already received the Joint Call of all the Executive and Non-Executive Associations / Unions in BSNL for organizing One Day strike on 5th January 2005 to save the BSNL from the various attacks due to the wrong policies and decisions of government and TRAI. The meeting of the Joint Forum held on 25th November 2005 called upon the BSNL workers to organize the following programmes:

1. Lunch Hour Demonstrations and Meetings:
08.12.2005

2. Dharna





21.12.2005

3. One Day Strike




05.01.2006

The call has given much enthusiasm amongst the workers. As per reports received at CHQ, the Lunch Hour demonstrations and meetings on 8.12.2005 was organized jointly in many centres. 

In the mean while, newspapers have reported the cabinet committee on Economic Affairs have approved disinvestment of six profit making non-navaratna PSUs, including BSNL. Further it is also reported that the government has decided for sharing of infrastructure of BSNL with other telecom operators in rural areas. It is clear that these are pre-meditated attacks for privatization of BSNL. Despite a waiting list of more than 13 lakhs for mobile connections, BSNL has failed to provide the same. The non-settlement of Group A/ITS absorption issue has already resulted in stagnation of development and expansion. BSNL has been neither granted Navaratna status nor autonomy. 

The meeting of the Joint Forum held on 14.12.2005 reviewed the situation and decided to continue serious preparations for the agitational programme including strike on 5th January, 2006.

It was decided to form Action Committee at Circle and District levels of all the Unions / Associations in BSNL to campaign the demands and for success of the strike. It was also decided to issue a Joint Press Statement. Joint Poster also will be issued. The Strike Notice will be served on 21st December 2005 on which day Dharna is to be organized in all District / SSA headquarters. 

The telecom workers and officers have come together to defend BSNL and ensure that it survives and grows. The attack against BSNL and its workers should be defended. We cannot allow this PSU to be disinvested. The three and half lakh workers of BSNL are united in defence of BSNL. Let us march ahead together unitedly and face the challenges. 

· Dharna and Serving of Strike Notice
: 21.12.2005
· One Day Strike




: 05.01.2006

With Warm Greetings 

Yours fraternally 

[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary 

Demands:
1.
Decision of the Government to hike FDI ceiling in Telecom to 74% from the present 49% 
2.
Statement of the Finance Minister that profit making non-Navaratna PSUs will be disinvested which may include BSNL.

3.
Pronouncement of the Communication Minister that:
a)
ILD and NLD license fee will be reduced from Rs.25 crores and Rs.100 crores to a uniform Rs.2.5 crores.

b)
Obligation of the private sector to provide rural telephony of 10% will be scrapped.


c)
Reduction of revenue sharing percentage from 15 to 6.

d)
Permitting the private sector to use their NLD and ILD license to offer internet telephony.

e)
Introduction of ‘one nation one rate’. (One estimate puts the loss of revenue to BSNL of the order of Rs.11,000 crores)



4.
Reports appearing in the press about NTP 2005 mention the following:

a)
Scrapping of drastically reducing ADC, by which BSNL will lose approximately Rs.5,000 crores.

b)
Sharing the last mile copper connectivity (even though the Govt. has replied to the union’s memorandum submitted to the Prime Minister that suggestion of the TRAI in this regard is not accepted).


c)
Sharing the accommodation and infrastructure of the BSNL by private `


operators.
