BSNL EMPLOYEES UNION

Dada Ghosh Bhawan, Opp. Shadipur Bus Depot., New Delhi – 110008

Phone: 25705385, 25894100, fax: 25894862

Email: chqbsnleu@sify.com, website: bsnleuchq.com

………………………………………………………………………………………………
BSNLEU / 102 (Circular No.76)





                 05.01.2006

VICTORY OF UNITY AND DETERMINATION
2006 January 5th Strike Deferred on Assurance from DOT
Dear Comrades,

The Proposed strike on 5th January 2006 called upon by the Joint Forum of BSNL Unions / Associations on issues of utmost importance to save BSNL has been deferred following discussion with and assurance from Secretary DOT and BSNL management on 4.01.2006. On major demands, the DOT Secretary has given the written assurance as given below.

1. That there is no proposal regarding Disinvestment in BSNL

2. That unbundling of local loop is not under consideration

3. That all efforts will be made for obtaining Navaratna Status to BSNL 

4. That the views of the unions will be duly considered as and when Draft Telecom Policy is formulated.

Yes comrades, this is a great victory for the BSNL workers by virtue of complete unity of all the unions / associations and the determination of the workers. The government as well as the management who initially took a lukewarm attitude towards the notice for strike was finally compelled to negotiate and concede our genuine demands. This has been possible because of the most effective campaign throughout the country by the Joint Forum and the report that the strike is going to be a big success. The BSNL workers have proved that even government policy can be resisted and changed with unified and determined struggles with the support of the people. 

The conciliation proceedings by Regional Labour Commissioner was held on 02.01.2006 participated by the BSNL management and union representatives. The unions pointed out that the management has not even cared to have a discussion with the unions, though notice of agitation culminating in one day strike on 5.1.2006 was served on 2.12.2005. RLC then directed the management to invite the unions for discussion and thereafter the discussion with management and DOT representatives was held on 3.1.2006 with the union representatives. Nothing positive emerged during this discussion and the conciliation continued further. It was at 7.30 PM on 04.01.2006 that the DOT Secretary called the unions for discussion. The Joint Forum authorized Com. V.A.N. Namboodiri to negotiate with the Secretary DOT and accordingly your General Secretary met the DOT Secretary and after thorough discussion the above assurances were given by the Secretary DOT. Subsequently the progress was discussed in the Joint Forum and it was decided unanimously to defer the Strike on 05.01.206 based on the assurances given by the Secretary, DOT. 

It was very late in the night when the decision was finally taken to defer the strike and naturally it was difficult to communicate the decision well before the scheduled time of start of the strike. However CHQ comrades have taken maximum efforts to inform all the available Circle Secretaries and other comrades through telephone, SMS message etc. through the night of 04.01.2006 and early hours of 05.01.2006. If at all anywhere in the country some comrades have participated in the strike due to communication gap, such cases be sorted out separately. 

CHQ notes with gratitude the great enthusiasm, vigour and determination shown by the entire BSNL workers towards the decision of the Joint Forum to organize the strike to save BSNL. CHQ also congratulates all the comrades for their tremendous support and effective campaign which alone has compelled the DOT to make this commitment. 

Let us not also overestimate the result. This victory can be sustained only with the continued unity and fight by BSNL workers. Let the unity be preserved. 

Hearty Congratulations and Red Salute Comrades

With Warm Greetings

Yours fraternally 

Sd/-
[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary 

Copy to: 

All CEC Members, Circle Secretaries & District Secretaries 

