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ORGANISE 20TH AUGUST ONE DAY

GENRAL STRIKE
Dear Comrades,

There are only few days left for the historic strike of the entire workers in this country which is going to be organized on 20th August, 2008. The strike is called by the Sponsoring Committee of Trade Unions, Committee of Public Sector Trade Unions. BSNL Employees union is part of both the organizations. BSNLEU has given Strike Notice on 4th August, 2008 to the CMD BSNL. The BSNL Casual Contract Workers Federation also has decided to join the strike. NFTE has also intimated management about strike decision. BSNLEU has requested all Unions / Associations in BSNL to join the strike.
The notice for the strike includes the demands of the workers of Central, State Govt. employees, Public Sector, Private Sector, unorganized sector, Contract Workers etc. As far as BSNL workers are concerned the greatest danger now is the proposal of the management and government to disinvest 10% of BSNL shares through IPO route. The offer of shares to employees is only a bait and rightly the BSNL unions have rejected it outright. Sugar coated offers and temptations cannot hide the dark secret that IPO is the first step towards privatization and handing over the assets of the people to the MNCs and big business. Our union as well as Joint Forum has clearly told the Minister Communications and CMD BSNL that we will oppose IPO tooth and nail. The first demand in the strike notice is that there should be no disinvestment / IPO / Privatisation.

Another major demand is on wage revision w.e.f. 01.01.2007.  More than 1½ years are over, but the management has not started discussion, except an exploratory meeting in which we explained our major and immediate demands. The detailed memorandum on wage revision has been submitted by the United Forum on which no discussion has taken so far. CHQ is happy that we received a lot of mail and telephone calls appreciating the memorandum. In the case of Central Govt. employees, the decision on the VI CPC has already been announced. We are demanding that the discussion on the wage revision should start immediately.
You must have already received the wall poster included in the Telecrusader / BSNL Swar in which the all demands are focused.

Meet each and every worker and ensure that the strike is complete. Approach all other unions, as CHQ has approached. The strike is in defence of BSNL and other PSUs, the strike is in defence of workers’ rights including for immediate action for wage revision. It is to ensure justice to the crores of contract workers, including those casual and contract workers in BSNL. CHQ calls upon all of you to take immediate action for maximum propaganda for the demands and a complete and historic strike on 20th August, 2008.

With Revolutionary Greetings,

Yours comradely,
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General Secretary

