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Congratulation Comrades!
Dear Comrades,

My Hearty Congratulations to all of you for the mighty strike action organized against the anti-worker, anti-people policy of the Government. The one day general strike organized today, 20th August 2008, has been completely successful and has been participated by more than 6 crore workers as per reports received so far. Central, State Government, PSU, Private employees – all participated in this massive strike giving a warning to the government to discontinue its disastrous and anti-people policies.
BSNL employees participated in large numbers. Even though all the unions have not given call for strike, the employees in mass participated since the demands included in the notice were crucial to them. For the last 7 years since 2000, the government has now and again been trying to disinvest BSNL, by crook or hook. It was only through the sustained and joint efforts of all the unions that the sinister game of the government could be defeated. Through this one day strike the workers have once again shown their strong opposition to Disinvestment and the IPO, the new name for the negative word ‘disinvestment’. The casual attitude of the management and government in not starting wage negotiation have been strongly opposed through this successful strike. The exploitation of the unorganized workers has been exposed. The criminal apathy and failure of the Central Govt. to hold the price rise has to be strongly opposed and defeated.
CHQ once again congratulates and express its thanks to all the BSNL workers for the massive strike action! Sustained efforts have to be continued.

Five Promotions

The United Forum leaders met Shri Kuldeep Goyal, CMD and Shri Gopal Das, Director (HRD) on 13.08.2008 and discussed on the demand of 5 promotions. On 18th August, General Secretary Com. V.A.N. Namboodiri met CMD again and after giving a detailed letter mentioning the abnormal delay in settlement, the negative attitude of the official side and the assurance by Minister etc. demanded settlement of the issue without further delay. GS also demanded for a formal meeting to discuss the issue which was agreed.

50% IDA Merger for BSNL Pensioners
The matter was discussed with DPE. DPE informed that the matter has been returned to DoT for taking decision. This has been included as an item to be discussed in the DoT-BSNL-BSNLEU Committee which is expected to meet next week.

Trade union class
The Trade union class for CEC Members will be organized at Thiruvananthapuram on 13–15 October 2008. In addition to CEC members, one more Senior Comrade from each circle can participate. The name of the Comrade should be intimated to CHQ in advance. Tickets be booked early to ensure reservation.

Yours comradely,
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[V.A.N.NAMBOODIRI]

General Secretary

