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    07.07.2006

BSNL WORKERS ON STRUGGLE

Dear Comrades,

During the one and half years of getting recognised status, BSNL Employees Union jointly with its alliance partners – the United Forum – has been able to settle a large number of common issues including Pension, Bonus, Perks etc. But however, there is a strong reluctance on the part of the management for settling of other long pending issues including the Cadre issues. There is much resentment in the delay in settlement of these issues. Even the reports of committees constituted by NC are put in cold storage without implementing. Many Committees are yet to start their functioning.

The meeting of the United Forum held on 4th July, 2006 at New Delhi seriously discussed the issue and decided that continuous agitational programmes is unavoidable to settle the long pending issues. The meeting indentified the demands and decided the following programmes:

1. Lunch hour demonstration in front of all offices / exchanges on 25th July, 2006.

2. Hunger strike by General Secretaries and National Council Members in front of Corporate Office on 17th August, 2006.

3. Hunger Strike at all Circle and SSA head quarters on the same day i.e. 17th August, 2006.

The unions have already given notice of the lunch hour demonstration and hunger strike to the management (copy enclosed). You are requested to immediately start preparations for successfully organizing the programme.

Parliament March at New Delhi.

The Joint Forum of BSNL / MTNL Unions / Associations in its meeting held on 05.07.2006 at New Delhi viewed with grave concern Government’s move to unbundle the last mile copper. A sub-group was formed under DoT on this. The terms of reference of the sub-group clearly indicates that government has already decided to unbundle local loop, despite the written assurances given on the eve of proposed 5th January, 2006 strike. To confront the emerging situation strongly and determinedly, the Joint Forum unanimously decided that a massive Parliament March will be organised jointly by the Unions / Associations of BSNL / MTNL on 3rd or 4th August, 2006 at New Delhi on the demands of 5th January, 2006 proposed strike with particular emphasis on unbundling. Details of the programme will be finalised on 10th July, 2006. While main task of mobilisation will be borne by the units located in and nearby New Delhi, distant Circles are also requested to join the rally even though in limited number.

CEC at Kozhikode (Calicut)
Next CEC meeting will be held at Kozhikode (Calicut), Kerala some time between 21st to 25th August, 2006. Exact date, venue etc will be intimated through formal notice, which will be issued as soon as Kerala Circle finalises those matters. We have before us, serious issues viz Telecom issues, 3rd verification, wage negotiation, staff matters etc. Come prepared to make the CEC a grand success.

Disinvestment of NALCO, NLC & NMDC withheld – Victory of Workers’ struggle

The Central Government had to withhold its decision to disinvest shares of NALCO, NLC & NMDC, in the face of stiff joint resistance including strike in the concerned PSUs and countrywide protest by trade unions. Our union also demanded withdrawal of the said decision. Responding to the joint call given by all Central Trade Unions (Except INTUC), we called upon Circle, District and Branches to hold lunch hour protest demonstrations on 30.06.06 and send telegram to the Prime Minister demanding withdrawal of the disinvestment decision. There was no time to send printed circular, so we circulated the call through website, telephone and press statement only. In spite of this difficulty BSNL Employees responded to the call in a big way throughout the country. We congratulate them for their timely response. The withholding of disinvestment decision is a big victory of workers’ struggle. We should take lesson from this victory and have to remain vigilant and ready, because BSNL is also in the disinvestment list of the Government.

National Convention on 25th July

The Sponsoring Committee of Trade Unions decided to hold National Convention on 25th July, 2006 at Mavalankar Hall, New Delhi to discuss and decide on future course of united struggle against the grievous impact of retrograde economic policies of the Government of India. BSNL Employees Union will participate in the convention with 20 delegates.

CGEGIS Refund

It is understood that the file has returned to Finance Ministry from Controller General. We are maintaining constant pressure to settle the issue early.

Bank Loan

A meeting of BSNL management, representatives of Canara Bank and our Union was held on 05.07.2006 at Corporate Office. Bank representatives indicated that they are interested to continue the system. It was reported that they have already disbursed various kinds of loans to the extent of Rs. 300 Crores. There is no problem regarding fixed rates of interest, however they want marginal increase of Floating Rate to keep their business viable. We hope, the matter will be settled amicably within few days.

Gift of Watch
The Committee entrusted with the task had submitted its report to the Management Committee after negotiation with HMT. CHQ is pursuing to get the matter settled early.

Yours fraternally
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[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary, BSNLEU

To

The Circle Secretaries and all CEC Members, BSNLEU.
