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Dear Comrades,

CHQ congratulates all for the excellent participation in the one-day general strike on 20th August 2008.  Certain developments have taken place during the period, which I am furnishing below:
Promotion Policy

For the last two to three months serious discussions have taken place on the Promotion Policy.  There was a detailed meeting with the CMD and other Directors of the BSNL Board of this issue on 3rd September 2008.  One of the main demands of the union was that executives pay scale should be granted to the non-executive employees on promotion.  After hard bargain, the management has agreed that after Grade-4, 8570-245-12245, another pay scale would be given.  This pay scale will be Rs.9200-13400 which will be granted for those on promotion from 8570-12245.  Out of these officials thus promoted, 10% will be granted the executive pay scale of 9850-14600.

Further discussion will take place on 5th September 2008.  We are trying our best to get a good agreement with regard to Promotion policy for non-executives. 
Trade Union Class

The trade union class will be held at Trivandrum, Kerala from 13 to 15 October 2008 at Trivandrum for the Central Working Committee members.  In addition, one comrade from each circle can be brought to the trade union class.  The list of persons attending the class may be intimated to CHQ, so that necessary arrangements can be made.  Other details regarding venue, programme etc will be intimated later.  All comrades who propose to attend the class may book reservations immediately, so that no difficulty arises for to and fro journey.
Protest Day on 19.09.2008 by BSNL Casual & Contract Workers Federation

BSNL Casual & Contract Workers Federation has given a call for observing an All India Protest Day on 19th September 2008 to focus the delay in settlement of the major demands of the contract workers given in the memorandum to the CMD, BSNL.  The details of the demands are:-
1. Regularize all left out Casual Labours,
2. The Casual / Contract labour should be paid minimum of the wage paid to regular employee,
3. EPF, ESI, Gratuity and other social security benefits should be implemented.

4. Paid weekly off,
5. Payment of Bonus,
6. Continuity of work even after change of Contractor,
7. Maintenance of proper record of engagement,
8. Photo identity cards to be issued,
9. Maternity leave,
10.  Supply of towels, soaps etc,
11. Introduce in Parliament a comprehensive bill on Unorganized Labour,
12. Implement all the labour laws.

All office bearers of BSNLEU are requested to give cooperation and coordination in implementing the programme successfully.
All Branch / Circle / District Secretaries are requested to intimate the list of casual workers who are not regularised so far, for taking up the case with the management.

National Council Meeting

The 19th National Council meeting was held on 2nd September 2008.  The details of the discussions will be printed in the next Telecrusader.

Extended Central Executive Committee Meeting

The Reception Committee formed at Kolkata for conducting the meeting of the Extended Central Executive Committee has intimated that arrangements are being made for conduct of the extended Central Executive Committee meeting to be held at Kolkata from 3rd to 5th November 2008.  In addition to the Central Executive Committee members, District Secretaries also must attend the meeting.  The tickets may be booked earlier to and fro, so that reservation is ensured.
Membership Campaign

Circle Secretaries are requested to furnish the details of membership position district wise as on 1st August 2008 including the membership of other unions, so that CHQ can exactly find out the membership position of BSNLEU and other unions.  This should be treated as URGENT and those Circle Secretaries, who did not furnish the required information so far should send it quickly.
Supply of Telecrusader / Telemessage / BSNL Swar
It is noted that the CHQ journals sent to branches / circles / districts are returned to CHQ from many places due to incorrect address.  All the Branch / Circle / District Secretaries who are either not getting the journals or getting by wrong address are immediately requested to intimate CHQ their correct address with PIN Code, so that journals are delivered correctly.  If there is any change in the name of the Secretary after election, the same should be immediately intimated to CHQ.

Bonus Donation

The Central Executive Committee held at Delhi had called upon all members to donate @ Rs.200/- to the union fund when the bonus is received. Ensure that all members donate to the Bonus Fund.
Yours comradely,
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[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary
