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          20.03.2008
ONE-HOUR WALKOUT ON 26.03.2008

SETTLE FIVE PROMOTIONS
Dear Comrades,

CHQ congratulate all our workers and leaders who made the hunger strike programme on 18th March 2008 a grand success.  The hunger strike was organized in all SSAs and Circles in a massive way, participated by thousands of workers.  It was also a big success in the corporate office premises.  You are requested to send detailed reports early.

UF decides for One-hour walkout on 26.03.2008

The National Steering Committee of United Forum met next day, i.e. 19th March 2008 and reviewed the situation.  No formal discussion took place after we issued the notice for hunger strike except an informal meeting with Director (HRD) by Convener, United Forum, which also did not yield the required results

The Steering Committee expressed its strong protest against the adamant and negative attitude of the management in denying the completely justified demands of the workers.

The executive employees have been granted Five Promotions with effect from 01.10.2004.  Our demand for the same is rejected by management, mainly on the ground that there is an agreement in 2003 in the National Council with NFTE, then recognized union, that the OTBP/BCR will continue upto 31.12.2006.  As such, the management insists that they cannot violate the agreement.  We do not know why NFTE made such an unwanted agreement at all.  United Forum has pointed out that since we are the recognized union now and that we have demanded Five Promotions in January 2005, immediately after our recognition and the issues has been referred to committee, the date should be 01.10.2004 or at the latest 01.01.2005.  We will not agree to the discrimination against non-executive employees.  On the other demands connected with Five Promotions, like grant of FR 22(i)(a)(i) periodicity and number of promotions etc., management is not prepared to advance an inch.

Considering all these factors, the National Steering Committee has decided to organize one-hour walkout from 11.00 to 12.00 hours on 26.03.2008 for achieving the demand.  We know that there are two-three holidays coming in between etc. but the urgency is so much that the next plan of action after hunger strike should be imminent.  That is why we have taken decision for immediate action of one-hour walkout on 26th March itself.

CHQ calls upon the leaders and workers to start preparations jointly with our alliance unions to make the one-hour walkout a complete success.  Due to shortage of time, except this circular we will not be able to send wall posters etc.  All those work have to be done at Circle/SSA level.  Of course, we will put the latest information on website.  All are requested to check the website everyday.

Dear Comrades,

We are in a very serious struggle to achieve our long pending demand of Five Promotions.  The adamancy of the management has to be broken.  We should achieve our demands.  Unity and determination in our struggle is necessary to achieve victory.  Let us make all our efforts towards this end.  Let us march ahead with unity and determination; success will be ours.

With greetings,

Yours comradely,
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(V.A.N.NAMBOODIRI)

General Secretary 

Copy to: All Circle / District Secretaries – for immediate circulation and vide publicity.
