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Mumbai AIC another Milestone

Dear Comrades,

The IV All India Conference of BSNLEU held at Mumbai from 13th to 16th February, 2008 was another important milestone in the forward march of BSNL Employees. Despite instructions to limit the delegates and observers as per eligibility, a large number of visitors also attended to see the democratic functioning of the union. The Reception Committee under the leadership of Com. G. Mathpati, Secretary, rose to the occasion and made all arrangements for holding of the conference, including accommodation. The Reception Committee deserves appreciation and congratulation for having shouldered this great responsibility.

The discussion by delegates on the report of activities as also on other issues was of a high order reflecting the qualitative growth of the organisation. The Minister Communications and Directors of BSNL attended and addressed the conference. The AIC called upon the BSNL workers to prepare for sustained struggles against the neo-liberal, globalisation, privatisation policy of the government which is serious and adversely affecting the people and workers of the country. It also called upon the workers to make the Indefinite Strike from 26th February against proposal to disinvest 10% of BSNL shares through IPO route and on other demands a great success. The detailed report of the AIC will be published in the next issue of Tele-crusader.
Indefinite Strike Deferred

The call of the Joint Forum of BSNL Unions / Associations of Non-Executives and Executives for Indefinite to Strike from 26th February, 2008 against the proposal to disinvest 10% BSNL shares and VRS and also demanding grant of Navaratna Status, ensuring of financial viability, ensuring supply of 2-G, 3-G, GSM lines, absorption of ITS Officers and withdrawal of arbitrary orders on pension payment adversely affecting BSNL, was well received by the employees and full preparations were being made to make it a complete success. Many newspapers including regional dailies, carried the article written by Com. V.A.N.Namboodiri, BSNLEU on the strike demands which gave wide publicity to the strike. CHQ received resolutions and letters from CITU, CPSTU, AISGEF, Confederation of Central Govt. Employees, AIIEA, AIRF and many other organisations expressing solidarity and support to the strike. Coms. Basudev Acharya, M.P., M.K. Pandhe, General Secretary, CITU and many other leaders of Central T.Us wrote to the government to drop the proposal for disinvestment.
The CMD BSNL, Shri Kuldeep Goyal, along with other Directors of BSNL Board met the leaders of Joint Forum and had detailed discussions on 23rd January, 2008. Another meeting was held between Secretary, DoT, Shri Sidhartha Behura, Special Secretary Shri R. Bandopadhyay, Members of Telecom Commission, CMD BSNL and Director (HRD) with leaders of the Joint Forum on 19th February. Our demands were well presented and the Secretary, DoT assured that there is no proposal at present for 10% IPO in BSNL and no proposal for VRS. He also assured that other demands are also being favourably considered. A copy of the minutes of the meeting is enclosed herewith.
The Joint Forum which met on 21st February evening discussed the entire issues in detail. It was of the unanimous opinion that since written assurances have been given on all demands as also since there seems to be a positive outlook from the management and DoT for settling the issues, it was unanimously decided to defer the strike for the present, persue the issues, and review the situation by the first week of April. The deferment of the strike has been conveyed to the Management.
Congratulations!
Comrades, despite lack of time to plan state level convention and other propaganda, we utilised the All India Conference to spread the message of strike. There was very good response and workers were ready for the same. The determination of the workers for struggle was well understood by the Management and hence the discussions and positive assurances.
CHQ congratulates all the leaders and workers who stood ready to make the strike a great success. The strike is only deferred. It the promises are not kept by management and DoT then the Joint Forum will decide on the future programmes. Let us keep the gun powder dry, since sustained struggle is necessary to save BSNL and Workers.
Casual/Contract Workers All India Convention at Kolkata
Guwahati AIC in 2006 called upon Circles / SSA leadership to organise the Contract Workers in BSNL, who are denied even the rights ensured through Labour Rules and regulations. Already Contract Workers Union has been formed in 14 Circles as per information received in CHQ. In some Circles, District Unions only are formed.
It has now been decided to organise an All India Convention of BSNL Casual / Contract Workers at Kolkata on 14th & 15th March, 2008, at Benami Bhawan. The open session will be conducted at Mahaja Sadan. Com. M.K. Pandhe, General Secretary, CITU, Com. V.A.N. Namboodiri, General Secretary, BSNLEU and other leaders will address. A Reception Committee with Coms. Shyamal Chakravarthy (President) Moni Bose (Working President) Animesh Mitra (General Secretary) and Adhir Kumar Sen (Treasurer) and other leaders have been formed.
Where the Contract Workers Circle union is formed, 15 delegates may attend. Where it is not yet formed 5 Casual / Contract Workers can attend along with the Circle Secretary of BSNLEU. All the Circle Secretaries are requested to attend and ensure that the delegates from Casual / Contract Workers Union attend. This may kindly treated as urgent. We have to make all out efforts for the success of the convention.
With Warm Greetings,

Yours fraternally
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[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary
