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    14.07.2006

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN BSNL

Dear Comrades,

Some very important developments had taken place recently which are to be taken seriously and circulated amongst the BSNL Employees.

Agitational programmes on issues of 5th January, 2006 proposed strike, particularly unbundling of Local Loop

Joint Forum of BSNL / MTNL Unions / Associations has given the call for the following programmes:

(1)
Joint Lunch-hour demonstrations at Circle and SSA level on 27th July, 2006. Telegram to be sent to the Prime Minister demanding, “NO DISINVESTMENT, UNBUNDLING OF LOCAL LOOP OF BSNL & MTNL”, with copy to respective CHQs.

(2)
Joint Forum is to be constituted at Circle and SSA levels by 27.07.2006.

(3)
Massive March to Parliament on 3rd August, 2006 at New Delhi. The procession will start at 11.00 hrs from Khursid Lal Bhawan / Eastern Court / CTO and proceed towards the Parliament where a rally will be held. Delhi and nearby Circles are to mobilise members in large number. Distant Circles are to bring about 10 participants each, for whom lodging will be arranged. Inform the CHQ of the number well in advance. Bring your festoons, banners and flags in good number to make the rally colourful. Detailed Joint Circular issued is herewith enclosed.

[Com. O.P. Gupta attended the Joint Meeting on 10.07.2006 and signed the Circular. However, unfortunately he erased his signature later on.]
Unbundling – Meeting with the Minister.

General Secretary Com. V.A.N. Namboodiri along with Com. Basudev Acharia, M.P. met Thiru Dayanidhi Maran, Minister of Communications & IT on 12.07.2006 and handed over to him Joint Forum’s letter protesting the government’s proposal of unbundling. General Secretary insisted that the proposal of unbundling be dropped in the interest of BSNL & MTNL. The Minister reacted positively and later told the press that there was no need for unbundling. Com. Mihir Das Gupta, AGS and Com. Animesh Mitra, Circle Secretary, West Bengal Circle, also participated in the discussion. We welcome the minister’s stand. However, we should not deter from the path of agitation, since the general policy and intention of the Government is in favour of disinvestment, privatisation, unbundling etc.

CEC Meeting at Calicut.
The next CEC meeting will be held at Kozhikode (Calicut), Kerala from 21st to 23rd August, 2006. A Seminar will also be held along with the CEC meeting. Notice for the CEC meeting is enclosed herewith. CEC members are requested to bring with them written note on the agenda to make the meeting more purposeful. Only CEC members are to attend the meeting. Letter has already been written to Corporate Office for granting Special Casual Leave and copies sent to CGMs. You can get copy of the same on our website.

Other Issues.
CGEGIS Refund: CHQ is constantly pursuing the case for early refund of CGEGIS amount. The matter is still pending in Ministry of Finance.

Gift of Watch: Last hurdle has also been crossed. Order for supply of watches has been placed by BSNL Management with HMT on 13.07.2006. HMT has assured to complete the delivery process within two months from getting the order in a phased manner. The 1st lot is expected within a month.
Canara Bank Loans: It is expected that various loan schemes with Canara Bank for BSNL Employees will be resumed within a week, with minor increase (about 0.25%) only on Floating Rate of Interest on personal Loans.

JTO Posts: Diversion of 500 posts of JTO for absorption of qualified officials in screening tests is under process. Order is expected within a week.

IDA from 01.07.2006: It is learnt that 1.5% increase in IDA rate is due from 01.07.2006 bringing the total to 60.4%. Orders will be issued only after getting clearance from DPE.

With warm greetings.
Yours fraternally
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[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary.
Copy to:
The Circle Secretaries and all CEC Members, BSNLEU.
CIRCLE SECRETARIES ARE REQUESTED TO KEEP WATCH ON CHQ WEBSITE REGULARLY. SEND YOUR E-MAIL ID TO CHQ IMMEDIATELY.
