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Gear up for Membership Verification
Dear Comrades,

BSNL has announced the dates for conducting 3rd Membership Verification to elect the majority union, which will be recognised and will negotiate with the management on the workers’ demands for the next two years. The Verification will be held on 19th December, 2006 counting on 21st and declaration of results on 22nd December, 2006. Since the Verification by secret ballot has been conducted twice, in 2002 and 2004 smoothly, it will again be a smooth affair in 2006. Shri Abdul Majid, DDG (TF) has been appointed as the Chief Returning Officer.

In the meeting held on 16th October 2006, between the management and participating unions in the presence of Chief Labour Commissioner, the schedule and modalities of verification were finalised. The question of limited facilities to the unrecognised unions after verification was discussed. All the unions were of unanimous opinion that certain limited facilities should be made available. It was also requested that in an area where a union gets more than 25% it should be given recognised status as provided in Code of Discipline. The CLC clarified that the local area mentioned in para 3 for criteria for recognition under Code of Discipline of unions is not an SSA, but a larger area than the state covering a part of the country and for the industry and not for establishment.

There are 11 (eleven) unions in the fray. Application of BSNL WRU one of our alliance union, was rejected as the same was submitted after the last date. A new union has applied. Thus there is no difference in the number of applicant unions.
United Forum Stands United
The meeting of the Steering Committee of United Forum held on 17th October discussed the issues connected with 3rd Membership Verification. The Committee expressed its appreciation that many major issues were settled during the last 22 months after grant of recognition to BSNLEU. The pending issues are also being persued vigorously. The Committee was of the unanimous opinion to defend the workers’ interests, to persue the pending matters and to jointly fight for the survival of BSNL and its workers, the United Forum should solidly stand united and face the verification jointly. Members of the affiliates of United Forum will vote for BSNLEU in the Cell Phone Symbol. An agreement was signed by all the 6 (six) unions / Associations for unitedly working and winning in the verification like last time. A copy of the agreement signed by all the six Unions / Associations affiliated to United Forum in enclosed herewith. A joint call as also a Common Minimum Programme will be prepared and circulated.
Joint & Co-ordinated Campaign
Now that the notification is issued and agreement concluded by alliance partners in the United Forum to face the verification unitedly, Joint campaign programmes should be planned immediately and implemented effectively. Steering Committees including all the alliance partners available at the Circle / SSA should be immediately formed, wherever it has not been formed so far. All workers should be approached for support to us in verification. Massive campaign should be unleashed through notices, circulars, wall posters, leaflets, meetings etc. Joint tours also should be organised in a well planned manner. BSNLEU is at present having a membership of 1,25,000. If all of us work hard unitedly and determinately, we can reach a target of 70% in the verification, thus even creating a new record. We cannot be complacent but utilise each and every minute in hard work to ensure an outstanding victory.

Nomination of Representatives

CHQ has already nominated and furnished the names of Circle Representatives for verification to the DDG(SR), CGMs and the Circle Secretaries. Circle Secretaries should immediately nominate the names of representatives of District / SSA and furnish the same to District / SSA head.

Voters List
The voters list should be checked and corrected before the due date. Circle / District nominees should ensure that no name is missed thus losing the vote.

Initial Report
Circle Secretaries are requested to furnish an initial report immediately to CHQ giving the number of total votes, the votes that we will get for United Forum and the plans to improve our support. This is necessary so that the Circle & CHQ will be able to find out what organisational actions and propaganda activities are to be planned and under taken.
Circle Secretaries should start organisational tours. General Secretary will be able to attend one or two meetings in a circle which would be better if organised on circle basis. The requirement of CHQ office-bearers, if necessary, should be intimated to CHQ for arranging the same.

There is no substitute for sustained and hard work. Election period is such a time when all our energy, time and initiative should be used for the purpose.

Stand Solidly with United Forum

VOTE FOR BSNLEU

in

Cell Phone Symbol
Yours fraternally
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[V.A.N. Namboodiri]

General Secretary.

Copy to:  All Circle / District Secretaries.

