BSNLEU / 102 (Circular No.3) 





24.03.2006
Observe Anti-Privatisation Day on 30-03-2006
Send Telegrams to Prime Minister

The two-day meeting of the Committee of Public Sector Trade Unions (CPSTU), held at Bombay on 18th and 19th March, 2006, has decided to observe 30.03.2006 as Anti-Privatisation Day. Com P. Abhimanyu, Dy. GS and Com. Swapan Chakraborty, AGS, represented BSNLEU in the meeting. The meeting has called upon the Public Sector Employees to observe the Anti-Privatisation Day by way of holding protest demonstrations/ gate meetings and sending telegrams to the Prime Minister.

Privatisation of Delhi, Mumbai Airports. 

The CPSTU meeting viewed with serious concern, the decision of the UPA Govt. to privatise Delhi and Mumbai airports. Ten years ago the Airports Authority of India (AAI) had submitted a proposal to modernise Delhi and Mumbai airports on it’s own. But all these years Govt. dragged on it’s feet and did not give it’s approval. Now, in the name of modernisation, Government is handing over these two airports to private parties. The Government is all set to privatise the remaining airports in the country, together with 22,000 acres of land located in various cities. The Joint Forum of Airport Authority Employees Unions is determined to fight out this privatisation. All the Unions that were present in the Bombay meet of the CPSTU have expressed in one voice, their support and solidarity for the fight against privatisation of airports.

Disinvestment of BSNL.
It is reported in some newspapers as well as in some TV channels that Government has decided to sell a portion of it’s shares in BSNL, through the IPO route. It is also reported that for this purpose Government has decided to appoint an advisor, by inviting bids from merchant bankers. At the same time, the DOT Secretary is reported to have told the media that disinvestment of BSNL is not on the anvil. It is also pertinent to mention here that on 4th January of this year, the DOT Secretary has given a written assurance that Government does not intend to disinvest BSNL. However, given it’s track record, the UPA Government may start disinvestment in BSNL at any time. Hence, utilising this call of the CPSTU the entire BSNL employees should be educated on this issue and be kept ready for a struggle at short notice.

CHQ calls upon the branches to organise the widest sections of the employees and effectively observe the anti-privatisation day on 30.03.2006. Circle Secretaries are requested to send a report on the observance of the programme to the CHQ.

With regards,

Yours fraternally,

P. Abhimanyu

Deputy General Secretary.

NB:- The following telegram shall be sent by the Branches to the Prime Minister.

“We strongly oppose Disinvestment and Privatisation of Public Sector undertakings. Stop privatising Airports.“
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