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START INTENSIVE MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

Dear Comrades, 


It is in July and December that the declaration of new members are given to management for deduction of subscription. I hope that all of you have started preparations for enrolling new members as usual.

The situation is now a little different from earlier years. The management, on instructions from the Minister Communications has issued orders allowing non-recognized unions also, the facility of deducting the union subscription of their members. The format for applying for deduction is also released. There is a column in the form to change the union membership which is mainly intended against BSNLEU, since it alone has got the facility of deduction of union subscription till now as the only one recognized union.

The Government and BSNL management have been trying to weaken BSNLEU through its various decisions like granting facilities of meeting the officers / management allowing interference in the decisions taken in the councils and now allowing deduction of subscription. Our taking up various issues of workers and organizing sustained struggles for achievement of the same have not been appreciated by management. Due to the stiff opposition of BSNLEU and organizing all unions under the banner of Joint Forum etc. we have torpedoed the management’s plan for IPO, VRS etc. Hence it wants to weaken BSNLEU which is spearheading these struggles and agitations. It wants a pliant union like NFTE-BSNL to become the recognized union. The recent orders on deduction of union membership etc. have to be seen in this context.

Some comrades suggested approaching court against these orders which are in violation of the agreement reached between the Chief Labour Commissioner, Management and BSNL Unions in meetings held before each membership verification. After detailed discussion at various levels, we have come to the conclusion that it has may repercussions including on the relation with the UF unions, who are in alliance with us.  

The present situation may be utilized by the non-recognised unions to take away some of our members. This has to be completely thwarted. In addition, we have to ensure that new members are enrolled.

As such, the CHQ calls upon all Circle, District, Branch Secretaries and other functionaries to immediately start Membership Campaign, if not already started. Due to the present delicate situation, we have to adopt a more strategical line. As such it is felt that it has become very essential that BSNLEU also get the new forms filled up by our existing members also. It will not only stop any defection by weaker persons due to extreme pressure that may be put by non-recognised unions, but also will be a rehearsal and first step towards preparing for the IV membership verification to be held in December’2008. This will keep our functionaries in close contact with members and activate them for the coming struggles.

Therefore, start the Membership Campaign intensively, effectively and without delay. All members and non-members to be approached and our achievements, our struggles, demands etc. should be highlighted. If we can add 5000 members more, it will be a good achievement. Let us work with this target in mind on an average of at least 10-15 additional members in a District.

With warm greetings

Yours comradely,
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[V.A.N. NAMBOODIRI]

General Secretary

