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Massive Dharna against FDI Hike in Telecom

BSNL Employees Union (The Recognised Union in BSNL) has called upon its 500 (SSA) District and Circle (State) branches to organize massive day long dharna in front of BSNL offices at all SSA / Circle Headquarters on Friday, 24th June 2005, protesting against the government decision to increase the FDI in Telecom from the existing 49% to 74%, which is fully unjustified and will result in the grabbling of Indian Telecom companies by MNCs. It is surprising that the government is increasing the FDI cap to 74% while many of the countries including USA are not allowing FDI to increase more than 35-40%. 

We request the Hon’ble Prime Minister to rescind the decision to increase FDI, thus saving Indian telecom industry and addressing the concern with regard to security of the Nation. 
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BSNL EMPLOYEES UNION EXPRESSES SERIOUS CONCERN AND STRONG PROTEST AGAINST THE PROPOSED FDI HIKE IN TELECOM FROM 49% TO 74% CONSIDERING THE SECURITY CONCERNS AS ALSO GROWTH OF INDIAN INDUSTRY AAA DHARNA BEING ORGANISED IN ALL DISTRICTS BY BSNL WORKERS REQUESTING DROP FDI HIKE PROPOSAL
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18.06.2005

AGITATION AGAINST FDI HIKE IN TELECOM

Resolution on Hike in FDI Cap from 49% to 74%

The decision of the cabinet to raise the FDI ceiling in Telecom, from 49% to 74%, will be detrimental to the security and sovereignty of the country. It is obvious that the government has taken the decision under pressure from the World Bank / WTO & Multi National Companies. The argument of the Finance Minister that an amount of Rs. 1,65,000 crore are required to increase the number of telephone connections by 15 crore, by December 2007 and that such a huge amount cannot be mobilized from within the present FDI cap is untenable. Fact remains that BSNL alone has targeted to provide 7.5 crore connections with the stipulated time limit at that it is going to meet out the expenditure from its internal resources as well as borrowings from domestic capital market. This goes to prove that the remaining 7.5 crore connections can easily be provided by MTNL & other Private Service Providers and that any increase in FDI Cap is totally unwarranted. Raising the FDI cap beyond 49% will untimely result in slipping of Indian Telecom Sector in the hands of Multi National Companies. It is also worth mentioning here that the intelligence agencies of our country have already cautioned the government that raising the FDI cap beyond 49% will result in the leakage of Defence secrets and other sensitive information to Foreign countries. 

Hence, in impending danger to the security of the nation and also in view of the fact that the required resources for Telecom expansion can be met even within the existing FDI limit, this meeting of Central Executive Committee urges upon the Government to drop its decision of increasing the FDI cap beyond 49%. 

This CEC Meeting held at Pune from 15th to 17th June takes a serious view of the situation and calls upon the entire BSNL workers to observe Massive Dharnas at all Circle and District Head Quarters on 24th June 2005 and also organize massive campaign. On the day of Dharna Telegrams to be sent to Prime Minister, Communication Minister, CMD BSNL with copy to CHQ..

Dear comrades, 

The UPA government is going on with its liberalization agenda on a fast track. Despite our strong protest and agitational programmes the government is bent upon increasing the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Telecom from the existing 49% to 74%. There is no justification for the above, since money, if necessary can be borrowed from Indian market. The MNCs will grab Indian Telecom Companies, which is a threat to the security of the nation, as already pointed out by the security agencies. When we met Prime Minister Shri. Manmohan Singh in February 2005, our serious concern in the matter was conveyed to him. The Left parties, especially CPI(M), has taken up the matter at political level in the UPA,  but the government seems to be very adamant due to heavy pressure from the capitalist countries and Multi – National Corporations. The flush money from foreign companies flowing to the private telecom companies will agravate the development programmes  of BSNL and MTNL. 

The Central Exective Committee held at Pune from 15th to 17th June 2005 seriously discussed the issue and decided to continue agitational programmes. As the next step, it was decided that massive day long (10.AM-5.00 PM) Dharna should be conducted at all SSA and Circle Head Quarters on 24th June 2005. On the day the following Telegram to be sent to Prime Minister, Communications Minister and CMD, BSNL with copy to CHQ. Notice, pamphlets should be immediately released and vide propaganda unleashed. Our workers should be personally contacted for the successful  conduct of programme. 

Immediately after coming back to Delhi, I have contacted our alliance partners, who have also agreed to participate in the programme. Since most of them are out of Delhi, there may be some delay in their issuing a circular. Circle / SSA Secretaries should immediately contact the alliance partners at their respective levels and organize the programme jointly with them. We are approaching NFTE BSNLalso for joint programme. Executive Asociations are also being contacted. 

The Sponsoing Committee of Trade Unions of which BSNLEU is an affiliate is holding a National Convention at New Delhi on 9th July to decide about agitational programmes including strike. One of the important issues is to protest against FDI hike in Telecom. 

All Circle / District Secretaries are requested to immediately start preparations and make the programme a big success. This circular is being put on website as well being sent by e-mail in addition by post.  Circle  and District Secretaries should send the report of the Dharna along with photos (if any) to CHQ immediately after Dharna. 

Yours Comradely 

[V.A.N. Namboodiri]
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“EXPRESS STRONG PROTEST AGAINST PROPOSED INCREASE IN FDI FROM 49% TO 74%.  DEMAND DROPPING OF THE PROPOSAL”
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